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Kayhi ACDC national champsby Kyle Smith
Staff Writer

The Kayhi Academic Decathlon national champions!                           Courtesy of Peter Stanton 

  The Kayhi ACDC team won the 
USAD National tournament in 
Frisco, Texas this past weekend. No 
Kayhi team has ever taken state, let 
alone win the National Champion-
ship.
  “It was about time we won,” 
said Largim Zhuta, senior ACDC 
member of three years.  “Last year 
we got second place and lost to 
Lathrop by nine points, which is 
less than a question.”
   Zhuta and his senior teammates 
were hungry for revenge in their 
last year in the ACDC program at 
Kayhi.
   “This year was Kayhi’s year.  
For many of the students on the 
team, this was our last go at it. It 
feels amazing that we were able 
to make history twice in one year 
and leave our mark on Kayhi,” said 
Zhuta. ”In my opinion, this year’s 
team is like the 1992 Dream Team 
compared to all previous Kayhi 
teams. We’re just a bunch of highly 
motivated students who strived to 
do well and win. Probably the best 
team there is, was, or ever will be.”  
   Many of the ACDC members 
didn’t think they would make it 
as far as they did. They were just 
students being students and doing 
what they loved which led them to 
overachieve. 
   “When I first joined the team, I 
never even thought about getting to 
this point,” said Max Varela, senior 
ACDC member of three years. 
Getting here has taken years and 
the payoff was worth every hour of 
studying. Every day at practice was 

a joy. We spent hours discussing the 
materials and studying, but also 
growing as a team.”
   With the season ending, decath-
letes look forward to being able to 
relieve their studying stress and 
celebrate their victory by burning 
all their materials.
   “The burning of study guides will 
be really therapeutic,’’ said Zhuta. 
“I’ll be honest. The thing that will 
feel more satisfying than winning 
State, as well as Nationals, will be 
burning all the guides and notes we 
have. It has been cool winning, but 
this has been stressful especially 
since I’m involved in a lot of other 

activities.”
  Being the first team from Alaska to 
win nationals is a huge deal. It’s not 
just a big deal to Kayhi but to all 
schools in Alaska as well.

Largim Zhuta: won bronze medal in Science.
Emme Andersen: won bronze in Literature 
and bronze in Music.
Adrian Ronquillo: won silver in Science, 
bronze in Economics and also Music.
Megan Cornwall: won gold in Speech, and 
in Interview, as well as a bronze in Science.
Charisma Manalo: earned 4th in Music, 4th 
in Science, and had the 3rd highest score on 
the team, with an individual score of 6,769.1.

Mackenzie Fousel: won gold in Music and 
Mathematics, a silver in Art and literature, 
bronze in Economics, and Science. She 
earned a $500 scholarship with the 3rd-
highest varsity total score.
Lydia Sumrall: won gold in Art, a silver in 
Economics,  Music, and Science, bronze in 
Essay and Social Science. She earned a $750 
scholarship with the 2nd-highest overall 
score.
Max Varela: won gold in Art, Economics 
and Social Science, bronze in Science, and 
won $500 for receiving the MVP title and 
having the team’s highest individual score 
of 7,595.4.

Kayhi’s leaving staffby Roseanna Kacenas
Staff Writer

   Four members of Kayhi’s faculty 
are leaving the school district this 
year. Although excited to start their 
next adventures, all four teachers 
expressed nothing but love for the 
students and staff of Kayhi.
   Doug Edwards has been the culi-
nary teacher at Kayhi for 15 years.
  “I have mixed emotions about 
leaving,” said Edwards. “I’m 
certainly sad because I love my 
students.” 
   Edwards will continue his career 
as a full-time pastor at the Baptist 
church after retiring from Kayhi. 
   Activities director, Lynn Wadley, 
has worked for the school district 
for over 20 years and has been both 
the registrar and activities direc-
tor at Kayhi. Upon retirement, 
she plans to spend time with her 
parents.
   “I’m going to go get to know my 
mom and dad,” said Wadley. “They 
live in Montana, and I left home 
the day after high school gradu-
ation and I’ve never lived in the 
same state as them. I want to help 
my dad weed his garden and fix 
his roof, and take my mom to her 
appointments.”
   Health and science teacher Zara 
Nesbitt has been teaching at Kayhi 
for five years and has decided to 
continue her teaching career in 
Washington. 

“When we moved to Alaska it was 
kind of our bucket-list thing, and 
we’ve done all of the exploring in 
southeast that we can do,” said 
Nesbitt. “I figured that if we go to 
Washington we can still explore 
some of the parts of Alaska’s 
interior that we want to, and it’s a 
lot easier to get there. So we’re not 
done with Alaska, we’re just done 

with southeast.”
Nesbitt explained that teaching at 
Kayhi has been a good experience 
and that she’s enjoyed getting to 
know all of the people here. David 
White will take her place as the 
new health, medterms, and biology 
teacher at Kayhi next year. 
Kayhi’s vice principal, Mike Rath, is 
also retiring this year. He has been 

working at Kayhi for 20 years and 
said he will greatly miss all of the 
students and staff here. 
“After I leave, I plan to tell Mr. Mar-
shall what I really think, weekly if 
not daily,” said Rath. “More than 
anything I will miss the staff and 
kids. All of the people here mean 
a great deal to me and it has been 
wonderful to work at Kayhi.”

Paperless class-
rooms- better or 

worse?
by Hannah Maxwell

Managing Editor

  According to modern society bad, 
lazy teachers are ruining the edu-
cational system. So are technologi-
cal advantages a way for teachers 
to be less involved, or to enhance 
the educational process? Some 
might view using the internet or 
internet based programs as a way 
to outsource the work, or replace 
the teacher. It’s easy to point out 
the cons and completely ignore the 
pros. 

Learning v.s. Memorizing:
  Kayhi Math teacher, Gerald Scar-
zella, believes that understanding is 
far more important than knowing a 
process. 
 “The understanding part of math 
is very important,” Scarzella said.        
“Some teachers get focused on the 
mechanics. Do these ten steps to get 
the final answer and I don’t think 
that’s how it should be, it should be 
about understanding. That’s awe-
some if we can focus on solving the 
problem not doing the math. Focus 
more on modeling and when would 
we use the math and have technol-
ogy help us.”
  Spanish teacher Ben Borgelt uses  
technology to help kids learn span-
ish. 
  “I give presentations, we listen to 
music, we use quizlet live, we do 
all these things that enable kids to 
do more faster. Even the students 
themselves have talked about how 
much they are able to learn more 
quickly,” Borgelt said. “It’s one 
thing when they have to memorize 
a list of words and it’s very differ-
ent and much easier when they 
can memorize the vocabulary in a 
song. They have told me that they 
retain the information much better 
when they’re able to use quizlet live 
instead of just sitting there going 
through their own paper flash card 
set.” 

Going paperless:
  In today’s society most informa-
tion is consumed online. History 
and debate teacher David Mitchel 
uses Canvas in his classroom. Can-
vas is a learning management sys-
tem that allows students to submit 
and view assignments online. 
  “I think paper is still valuable for 
some projects and activities but [I 
do] as much I can online,” Mitchel 
said. “That’s what students use to 
acquire information [the internet] 
and when they graduate that’s 
what they’re going to use... In life 
they’re not going to be looking at a 
textbook... It’s a more efficient tool.”
  There are many other learning 
management systems like canvas 
out there. Some teachers worry 
about what information students... 
will find while they are surfing 

Read the rest at kayhicurrent.com

Top left (Zara Nesbitt), bottom left (Mike Rath), center (Lynn Wadley), right (Doug Edwards).      Melinda Guerrero 


