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even named one of my sons after him.” 
  Kayhi physics teacher Dominic Pader didn’t have the 
conventional one all-knowing mentor, but instead he had 
many mentors. Pader had different mentors for different 
problems or situations, and he sees that as being more 
beneficial than just a single mentor. 
   “When you can pick different mentors for different 
aspects of your life it actually is beneficial,” said Pader. 
“My mom might have been really good at thing abc but 
not at thing xyz. My 11th grade English teacher was really 
good at thing pqr, but she didn’t know about my abc or 
xyz, but I knew she was really good at pqr, so I put her in 
that slot.” 
  The more mentors a person has, the greater the potential 
benefits, but what difference does the gender of a mentor 
have, if any at all? Powell doesn’t believe that gender 
has anything to do with the effectiveness of mentors, but 
instead how cooperative the student is.
  “There are women in this building who have been men-
tors to boys and girls that are now fine men and women. 
Did it make a difference? No, not really, it’s all in the 
attitude of the mentee.”
While gender may be irrelevant to the effectiveness of 
a mentor, it does affect what issues people might go to 
them for. Generally speaking, women are more caring 
than men, and are more in tune with their feelings as well 
as others’ feelings. Therefore, it’s more likely someone 
would go to a female mentor with matter regarding feel-
ings. Pader did. 
  “My 11th grade English teacher was like one of my life 
coach mentors, relationships, girlfriend problems, and 
whatever,” said Pader. “A female mentor is more honed 
into your emotions and feelings, whereas the guys who I 
worked out with who were adults when I was kid, were 
not so tuned in to my emotions, thoughts, and feelings.” 
  But that doesn’t mean that the male mentors were use-
less. They played an extremely big role in Pader’s life.
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  “They helped me with my athletic goals and how to 
shave a better goatee and how to pick up ladies and 
things like that.”
  Powell believes teachers’ roles as positive influences are 
very important for setting examples to students. He is 
aware that students look up to him as a mentor because 
of it. Pader also believes that teachers’ actions outside 
of school, whether intentional or not, have an effect on 
students, but he doesn’t consciously consider himself as a 
mentor. 
  “I never think of myself as anyone’s mentor. I see 
instances where it just happened, where certain students 
have said things like “hey I look up to you,” but I have 
never actually thought of it in that way,” said Pader. “I 
think it’s maybe the same way professional athletes never 
consciously think of themselves as role models even 
though they are in a lot of ways.”
  It would seem that teachers always need to stay in char-
acter to uphold the wave of positive influence, but that 
may not be the case 100% of the time. Pader is aware that 
teachers are held to different standards than other profes-
sions when it comes to their actions outside of work, but it 
isn’t an act they always have to uphold, it is who they are. 
It’s that level of realness that contributes to the effective-
ness of a mentor, and how likely a student is to go seek 
out the mentor. 
  “When I’m walking down the grocery store holding 
my daughter’s hand I’m sure students see that and they 
think, oh that’s how you act as a good dad but I’m not 
consciously doing that,” said Pader. “If I’m doing some-
thing the “right way” (air quotes) that it’s not conscious 
or intentional. It’s a product of being that person.”

a mentor process throughout his high school career. 
  “It’s important to branch out and be social,” said Collins. 
“The information you learn from mentors is what makes 
you a better person and is something you can pass down 
for years to come.”
  When Collins looks back on his underclassmen years as 
a freshman he remembers the mentors that he once had, 
and the roles they played in his life.  
  “I remember looking up to all the seniors when I was 
a freshman and some of them were great mentors,” said 
Collins. “Inside and outside of school they have helped 
me become who I am today, now as a senior I feel like I’m 
taking the role they once had.” 
  Collins isn’t the only one who feels this way about hav-
ing mentors in high school. Senior Hannah Maxwell also 
has some mentors that she has looked up to throughout 
her high school experience. 
  “Mrs. Mclaren and Mr. Lund are two people I consider 
role models,” said Maxwell. “They have all the qualities 
that I hope to have someday.” 
  Being a senior comes with a lot more responsibility 
than it appears. There is more pressure than let on when 
you are the oldest kids in the school trying to set a good 
example for the underclassmen. Maxwell has experienced 
this pressure, and does her best to be a good role model 
for her class and the school.
  “I think I lead by example,” said Maxwell. “I am a good 
person and always willing to help. When I was a fresh-
man, there were certain seniors that were mentors to me 
and I try to emulate them as best as I can to be a good 
mentor myself.” 
  Experiencing it first hand, Hannah Maxwell has become 
familiar with the importance of having a mentor through-
out high school and whether it has made students more 
successful in life or not.
  “The mentors I’ve had throughout high school have 
really shaped me into who I am now and who I am be-
coming. Without them I wouldn’t have had an example to 
follow,” said Maxwell. “In high school you mature a lot, 
and having positive mentors and role models in your life 
helps you to make the right decisions and become a better 
person.” 
  Do you, take this person to be your mentor, to lead you 
on a path of success, to bestow wisdom on you, until 
incompetency do you part? Having someone to look up 
to who has a positive effect on your life is almost never 
so official, but it is important, especially to high school-
ers. They tend to look up to their teachers as mentors, but 
what effect did mentors have on the teachers of Kayhi?
  Chemistry teacher Sean Powell owes a lot of how he 
does things in his classroom today to how his teacher-
mentor did things when he was a student. Powell 
believes he would have become a teacher either way, but 
it is likely that he wouldn’t be the Powell he is today if it 
weren’t for his mentor.
  “I wouldn’t be as patient. I don’t believe I’d find things 
as funny or use as much humor in my class. He cared 
about kids but still had a tough standard. He taught me 
that,” said Powell. “He was enough of a mentor that I 
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