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United States? Not neccessarily

  For being the “United” States 
of America, we really aren’t that 
united. Whether it’s political policy, 
religion or race, Americans are 
being bombarded with divisive 
rhetoric. 
  This begs the questions, if we are 
so divided, how did we get here 
and what can we do about it?
Media
  Though humans have access to 
more information now than at any 
point in history, not all that infor-
mation is accurate and few people 
take the time to question what they 
read.
  “The news is so instant and people 
make instant reactions based on 
what they see,” said junior Largim 
Zhuta.
  The concept of skeptical knowing 
(evaluating sources, content etc.) 
is not largely applied and organi-
zations know this. The result is mis-
information that’s used to manipu-
late the masses, which widens the 
chasm between sides. 
  In his Dec. 7 article for The Wall 
Street Journal, James Taranto ad-
dressed media-driven divisiveness 
in Time magazine’s “Person of the 
Year.” Taranto criticized Times’ lead 
article on the reaction and blamed 
today’s parent divisiveness on 
media itself.
  “If the country has always been 
divided, never have the elite media 
been so firmly on one side of the 
divide,” said Taranto.
  While the people are to blame 
partially for this divisiveness, the 
media plays a major role in encour-
aging the divide. 
  Taranto brought attention to the 
media reaction to the Presidential 
election. Following the 2012 elec-
tion of President Obama, (Rom-
ney 47%, Obama 53%) the tone 
of the the lead election piece was 
optimistic. In comparison to Trump 

winning the 2016 Presidential elec-
tion, (Clinton 48%, Trump 52%) the 
article had a divisive tone.
Social Media
  With today’s advanced technology, 
people can now rely on social me-
dia for their source of information. 
Rather than two people thinking 
rationally and citing real informa-
tion, it’s regurgitating rhetoric from 
their chosen side.
  “Social media tends to show the 
extremes because it makes for better 
news,”  said Zhuta. “People need to 
make sure their beliefs are support-
ed by reliable sources rather than a 
post they saw on Twitter.”
  Once someone finds a false 
source of information, they begin 
to believe everything that source 
provides, and it flushes their brain 
with incorrect facts.
  “People find an echo chamber 
and rely on it for everything,” said 
Kayhi teacher, Myra Zelensky. “It 
becomes their facts and their source 
of who tells them what to think. 
You end up with this echo going 
back and forth always thinking the 

same thing within that chamber.”
  People may not realize that they 
are the ones putting themselves 
in these chambers. This frame of 
thought begins to spread from one 
person to the next.
  “People are building stronger and 
stronger echo chambers for them-
selves,” said Kayhi teacher, Michael 
Cron. “Whether it’s social media or 
even by where they choose to live. 
If you have people all around you 
who all think the same way as you 
do, it’s hard for you to conceive 
why someone would think differ-
ently.”
  But division has been a part of 
human life since way before Twitter 
was invented. 
Historical Roots
  America has always been divided. 
Whether it be racially or politically. 
Both Cron and Leigh Woodward 
believe slavery was what led to the 
cause of this division.
  “I’d blame the division on slav-
ery,” said Woodward. “I think one 
thing that has had a really nega-
tive effect on our society is the fact 

that we had slavery for about 150 
years.”
  Southerners were dependent on 
slavery, while the North opposed 
the idea. This not only separated 
us as a country, but also separated 
us racially. Cron believes slavery 
didn’t diminish when it ended, the 
effects are still present.
  “We have our history and econom-
ics of the past such as the history of 
slavery,” said Cron. “And I think 
we’re still seeing the repercussions 
of that, but also the divisions and 
how people view our society.”
  Although slavery is gone, linger-
ing effects of racial segregation are 
still seen today. These effects have 
led to drastic racial movements on 
how we are still not equal.
  “The Black Lives Matter move-
ment has gained a lot of traction. 
Some people respond with this 
movement with this ‘White Lives 
Matter movement’,” said Wood-
ward. “It shows how our society 
really is divided.”
  Although this divisiveness has 
been around for so long, is there 

any way to fix it?

Fixing Divisiveness? 
  People in this nation are built on 
differences. Instead of finding a 
way to unite all individuals, one 
should learn to respect each others 
thoughts and views.
  “People need to learn how to 
understand our similarities rather 
than looking at our differences,” 
said Woodward.
  While reaching an end that in-
volves unity of thought might only 
be possible in a dystopian novel, 
mutual respect of opinion should be 
the goal. 
  “Diversity is good. It’s okay for 
people to have different opinions,” 
said Cron. “People need to be more 
willing to talk to people who dis-
agree with them. It’s good for your 
ideas to be challenged.”
  Zelensky agrees and believes that 
having opinions is a good thing. 
Leaving what you think to be true 
and finding reasonings behind 
your beliefs should be something to 
think about.
 “We aren’t that divided if we talk 
to each other about small things, 
but once we get into these philo-
sophical questions we get driven 
into being more anti each other,” 
said Zelensky. “ People need to 
learn how to leave their echo cham-
ber and find more than just one 
source to rely on.”
  Although there may be no way to  
fix our diversity, learning to accept 
others differences and being able to 
support your beliefs is something 
people can do to create an everlast-
ing society based on our disparity.
  “I think one of the things about the 
United States is that we were built 
on immigrants. We’re always built 
on differences,” said Woodward. 
“Differences come with different 
ideas and different values and 
we’ve always had that. We just 
need to embrace these differences 
and be okay with it.”

The trucker hat trend
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  For an outdoorsman, the go-to-hat 
is the trucker hat, without question. 
But why? What makes them better 
than normal caps?
Jack Carson, a Kayhi senior, has 
multiple reasons.
“I feel like trucker hats don’t 
shrink, they are comfortable, they 
form to your head, and when they 
get torn up and worn down, they 
tell stories and give memories,” 
  Another Kayhi senior, Alec Sim-
mons, has also gotten hooked on 
the trend.
  “Trucker hats match my per-
sonality,” Simmons said. “I’m an 
outdoorsy person, so I like to wear 
outdoorsy style gear, and that usu-
ally is the same for other outdoors-
men as well. Outdoorsmen like to 
let people know what they are all 
about.”

  It has essentially became a trend 
here at Ketchikan High School, and 
around Alaska.
  Carson made the transition from 
the fitted hat trend when he was a 
sophomore.
  “When I got my first trucker hat, 
I noticed that it was so much more 
comfortable, so I kept wearing it 
more frequently, until I wore it ev-
ery day. I would highly recommend 
trucker hats to everyone.”
Carson said after that, he was 
hooked.
  “I haven’t bought any other style 
of hat since, on the other hand, I 
have 8 trucker hats now.”
  Simmons has even more.
“I have about 10 trucker style hats 
now. Once you buy one, it leads to 
two, then three, and so on.” 
  It seems as if most outdoorsmen 
have switched from fitted hats to 

wearing trucker hats.
  Senior Spencer Erickson is an 
exception.
  “I wear both types of hats, and 
I like them both,” Erickson said. 
“They both serve the same purpose 
so it’s hard to choose between 
them.”
  Another reason people have 
switched to trucker hats is the price.
Carson said he has saved a sur-
prising amount of money buying 
trucker hats.
  “With MLB hats and fitted hats 
priced at $40 a hat, and trucker hats 
at about $25, I have saved at least 
$100 this year alone.”
Trends come and go, but this might 
be the one that stays for awhile, 
Carson thinks.
  “I think the trucker hat trend is 
just beginning, it will last for a good 
amount of years until the next new 
style comes around.” The trucker hat epidemic hits Kayhi.


