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Jack Carson showing off his flow

    It’s a beautiful sunny day, perfect 
for a baseball game. Cheese fries 
in hand, you take your seat at the 
Walker Field. Looking far into the 
field you notice something hang-
ing out of the baseball players hats. 
Are the Kings making a mockery 
of America’s favorite pastime? No, 
if anything, it’s likely paying hom-
age to one of the most identifiable 
styles in professional sports The 
stuff hanging out of the Kings hats 
is actually their hair,  which they call 
the “flow”. 
    You’ve heard of mullets, buzz cuts, 
and afros, but have you heard of the 
new haircut trend? “Flow”, the lat-
est trend in Baseball hair, has made 
it’s way from the Big League to the 
small town of Ketchikan, Alaska. 
Flow is described as hair that would 
hang out the back of someone’s hel-
met and curl up around the back. 
Although majority of the baseball 
team has the “Flow”, as far as get-
ting to the root of it, there is quite a 
controversy on where it started for 
the Kayhi baseball team. 
    “Nate Fousel or Spencer Erickson 
were probably the first ones to start 
the flow, but the junior class of base-
ball players was the first group to do 
it,” said sophomore Tug Olson. 

Junior Jackson Pool said he’s not re-
ally sure there was a specific trend 
setter.
    “No one really started it, we all 
just kind of did it.” 

    Oddly enough, something that 
unites the baseball team has no 
actual known beginning, “it just 
started”. Although they may not 
know just how it started, they all 
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Baseball players: going with the flow

    Living the life of a pro athlete is 
tough enough, but when fans expect 
the athletes to be perfect on and off 
the court, it creates a great deal of 
disappointment when they don’t 
live up to the expectations. Being a 
kid who loves sports and watches 
them every day, I’m smart enough 
to know that those athletes aren’t 
the best role models in the world. 
I don’t expect them to play their 
sport, and parent every child in 
America. When Johnny Manziel was 
in trouble with his team for partying 
too much, I was not surprised at all. 
When it comes to athletes, they are 
young and make so much money, 
it is almost like they are set up for 
failure. 
     There have been so many situa-
tions in sports: Greg Hardy abusing 
his wife, Adrian Peterson “disci-
plining” his child, Johnny Manziel 
with party fever, Aldon Smith with 
weapon charges and a fake bomb 
threat at an airport, Delmon Young’s 
drunken attack on valet worker, Jose 
Reyes with Domestic Assault, and 
Warren Sapp with Solicitation of a 
Prostitute. The list can go on forever. 

    The sad thing with these athletes is 
they are not dumb people, but they 
have so much pressure to be perfect. 
They grab a beverage, pull up a seat, 
and watch people ruin their lives. 
But it’s not about those people, it’s 
about the parents allowing  their 
kids to watch sports to find a role 
model. Really? Get your kid off of 
sports news and have the child meet 
a town hero, or an army Veteran. 
Not a 6’8 freak of nature who puts a 
ball in a hoop for a living.
    I watch sports because I like com-
petition, and getting excited for 
someone who will never know my 
name. I don’t buy a player’s jersey 
because he saved 9 kittens and 3 
babies from a house fire. I buy a jer-
sey because I like the player on the 
court/field. You know who my role 
model is? Christian Laettner. That 
guy is my role model. That man 
showed people you can be a hated 
athlete and be great at basketball 
while being incredibly calm. He also 
showed how easy it is to stomp on 
the chest of a Kentucky player and 
get away with it. 
    If I don’t expect these men to be 

role models, then I think America 
should wake up and agree. Even 
the athlete that was supposed to be 
a role model Oscar Pistorius, shot 
his wife on “accident” and now is 
going to court for murder. So next 
time you want sports to be your role 
models, think again.
    Don’t mistake this for me hating 
sports, or bashing athletes because 
I’m a hater. I eat, sleep, and breathe 
sports. As a kid, I look at athletes 
and saw man-children who are mas-
sive in size, but not in maturity. I’m 
saying these guys are pretty cool, 
what they do on the field/court/ice 
etc. is amazing just leave it on the 
court. Great athlete, yes, role model, 
no. 

Make no mistake, I love athletes, but they aren’t role models 
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have their own reasons for having 
the flow.
    “Well I didn’t like short hair, plus 
I always wear hats. Everyone has 
it, and then some people are just 
now starting to grow it out,” said 
Olson.“It’s an unspoken thing in 
baseball.” 
    “We all [the juniors] got buzz cuts 
at the same time, and then started 
growing it out from there on,” said 
junior Jack Carson. We all decided 
just to not cut it and keep it for base-
ball season.”

Upcoming  
sport meets

May 20-21
Boys Socer @ JDHS
Track Regions @ JDHS
Baseball @ JDHS

May 27-28
Softball vs Sitka
Baseball Regions @ Pe-
tersburg
State Soccer
Track State @ Anchorage

June 3-4
Baseball State @ Anchor-
age
Softball State @ Fairbanks

    A majority of the Kings have the 
flow, however some have not con-
formed to the new trend. 
    “I don’t look good with the flow 
and I’m more of a short hair kind 
of guy anyways,” said senior Ja-
cob Shay, one of the few remaining 
flow-less teammates.  
    There is more to the flow life than 
meets the eye. The boys’ baseball 
team unveils their everyday beauty 
struggles that come with having the 
long locks. 
    “Downsides are drying it, having 
it in your face all the time, and hav-
ing to avoid the wind. It’s hard to 
take care of, really messy and high 
maintenance. I know how you girls 
feel now,” said Pool.  

    “If you don’t wear a hat, it’s al-
ways in your face, you actually have 
to shampoo and clean your hair and 
need to brush it every day, but may-
be that’s just me,” said Olson. 
    Spectators can expect to see flow 
on the field for the remainder of 
the season, seeing as some players 
are not ready to cut it just yet, and 
some of them will have it for years 
to come.
    “I just plan to have it the rest of my 
high school career and then shave it 
off for graduation.” said Olson. 

“Nate Fousel or Spencer 
Erickson were probably 
the first ones to start the 
flow, but the junior class 
of baseball players was 
the first group to do it,”

-Tug Olson

‘You’ve heard of 
mullets, buzz cuts, 
and afros, but have 

you heard of the 
new haircut trend?’


