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    In a room of thirty computers, 
a dozen students sit working on 
Google Drive, Wordpress, and In-
Design. Technology has become 
very important to this second pe-
riod journalism class. Work, as-
signments, and quizzes are all done 
online through Canvas, which is an 
online site that manages K-12 edu-
cation. Several classes at Kayhi use 
online resources like Canvas includ-
ing Journalism, Debate, and World 
History. 
    Senior and 4.0 student Eliah An-
derson uses Canvas in AP World, 
History, and Journalism. 
    “It’s actually pretty cool,” said An-
derson on Canvas. “It has a lot of po-
tential. There’s a lot of cool features 
available. In the classroom I don’t 
think it is being utilized.”
   The online site has several in class 
applications. Canvas is connected to 
the K-21 account school emails and 
teachers can send announcements 
and due dates to that email.
    “I think it makes it more difficult 

    Kayhi has multiple school tradi-
tions. Senior Skip Day, Paper Toss, 
Senior Square; Senior Tea, Senior 
Float, the Countdown and many 
more. Most senior traditions allow 
students to feel rewarded after four 
years in high school.
    Camille Cadiente, an upcoming 
senior, said these traditions should 
be kept, considering how they bring 
everybody together.
    “Every senior should have the 
same experience as the previous se-
niors. They go to more events with 
one another, it’s a great way to end 
your last year of high school,” said 
Cadiente.
    Even though some of the tradi-
tions make freshman clean up after, 
just knowing they could possibly 
have the chance to participate later 
should be motivation enough.
    Junior Kassandra Montero’s first 
experience with senior traditions 
wasn’t pleasant once she figured 
she’d have to clean up after.
    “Since the seniors are the top 
dogs of the school, it’s understand-
able that as freshman, you’d be the 
ones picking it up since you are the 
‘babies’ of the school,” said Mon-
tero. “After a while I figured, that 
even though I have to pick it up, the 
thought of doing this my senior year 
just makes it worth it.”
    The Paper Toss is a perfect exam-
ple. At the Paper Toss the seniors all 
gather around on the second floor 

(as shown in the picture) and when 
the last bell rings seniors dump all 
the papers they’ve collected over the 
years from the second floor. Then 
the freshman have to clean it up. Of-
fice manager Loreli Richardson says 
the staff had no idea it was happen-
ing when it came around in 1995/96.
    “We had no idea what the seniors 
were doing up there. And all of a 
sudden, it just came fluttering over 
and we’re all like, ‘What?’ After that 
it just became a tradition.” Richard-
son said.
    Vice Principal Mike Rath says that 
the Paper Toss is an amazing idea 
but he doesn’t know if it’ll continue 
on for the new seniors.
    “The Paper Toss is a really cool 
thing I think, but whereas it used to 
only include seniors and whereas se-
niors used to throw a few notebooks 
from the year, now huge, heavy 

boxes of paper are being thrown 
and kids from different classes try 
to force their way into the event,” 
Rath said. “I have heard several 
comments from parents and oth-
ers that the event is no longer safe 
and should be terminated. I would 
not be in favor of that. If students 
were to monitor themselves better, 
it would be easier to show the event 
to be safe.”
    Rath said that if the senior activi-
ties go too far and it involves harm-
ing any of the students or faculty 
then he would have to step in.
    “First of all, any tradition that in-
volves bullying or somehow hurts 
or humiliates other people is sim-
ply a bad tradition and ought to be 
terminated,” said Rath. If someone 
were to be bullied during a ‘tradi-
tion’ then it would be ended as the 
district has a no tolerance policy for 

bullying and harassment.” 
    Go to any other school and you 
probably won’t be hearing a lot 
about these kind of traditions. Cadi-
ente was skeptical about several tra-
ditions when she first heard of them.
    “I’ll admit I was skeptical, but as 
the years went by I began to like 
the idea of all the traditions,” Cadi-
ente added. “Especially since they’re 
unique ones and that’s pretty cool.”
    Having all these traditions keeps 
this school exciting and new each 
year. Nobody knows what the next 
class of seniors will do with some of 
these traditions.
    “To an extent the senior activities 
aren’t made by the seniors,” said se-
nior Cheyenne Mathews. “Some ex-
amples are Senior Tea which is run 
by the juniors for the seniors. Senior 
Ditch Day and Paper Toss are not 
activities that are held by seniors. 

We play a big part in everything but 
we don’t actually plan it.”
    Richardson, who used to go to 
Kayhi said the traditions today are 
very different from what she experi-
enced in the past.
    “The only thing I remember when 
I graduated here was that on the 
first or second pep assembly, each 
class had to make up a cheer,” Rich-
ardson said. “I think ours was, ‘Full 
of laughter, pep and drive, 79’ really 
alive.’ On the second pep assembly 
we had a competition on who could 
say their cheer the loudest and 
whoever did not, they were kind of 
ridiculed. The class president had to 
come out and collect this [what was 
called] Stone Hocker Award, and it 
was this ridiculous trophy like thing 
and it was bestowed upon us for 
not cheering loud enough. And that 
was a pretty big tradition.”
    Richardson even mentioned Bac-
calaureate on the Sunday before  
graduation.
    “The Baccalaureate is a bless-
ing of the community pastors and 
preachers over the class. It used to 
be required but now it’s not because 
they didn’t want people to feel like 
they’re pushing the religion onto 
them,” Richardson said.
    The traditions might not be su-
per important but, to everyone here 
it just shows you’ve worked your 
way up to that point where you can 
experience what the past seniors 
have felt. 

to know about assignments,” said 
Anderson. “Sometimes I forget to 
check what assignments are coming 
up because we don’t hear the teach-
ers talk about them.”
    During her interview Anderson 
checked her K-21 account for the 
first time without a teacher directing 
her to. Her inbox popped up with 
58 unread Canvas notifications from 
her classes at Kayhi. 
    “It hasn’t helped me so far,” said 

Anderson of the email notifications. 
“Now that I know about it, I prob-
ably won’t use it because I don’t 
check my K-21 account.”
    Journalism teacher Jeff Lund is 
using Canvas for the  first time this 
school year.
    “I’m still in the process of getting 
used to [it],” said Lund. “There’s an 
easy grade on there, it’s a lot more 
organized.”
    Canvas is a new aspect of classes 

at Kayhi and both 
teachers and stu-
dents are still work-
ing to find an effec-
tive way to utilize 
it in the classroom. 
In his Journalism 
class, students have 
the ability to work 
on a variety of ar-
ticles in any order. 
    “Canvas is essen-
tially a resource,” 
said Lund on the 
way he uses Canvas 
in class. “It’s self 
paced.”
    Senior Haley 
Hanna also uses 
online resources for 

research as well as programs and 
sites like Canvas, Wordpress, and 
InDesign in class.
    “I think it is probably easier for 
teachers because they can keep it 
all organized and in one spot,” said 
Hanna. “I think it makes it easier for 
students because they don’t have to 
carry home a lot of books.”
    Hanna is saving up to buy a Leno-
vo Flex 2 computer but for now she 

uses her HP laptop and iPhone 6 for 
at home research. 
    “A lot of the time teachers have 
laptops or iPads for students to 
use,” said Hanna. “I think that if you 
want to try to build a way for stu-
dents to work better you shouldn’t 
have technology because technol-
ogy is kind of distracting and they 
would have to use their brains with-
out technology.”
    Math Teacher Gerald Scarzella 
uses technology in the majority of 
his classes. He taught digital pho-
tography for seven years and uses 
graphing calculators in his more ad-
vanced classes.
    “I think teachers have to be accom-
modating if students can only use 
technology at school they should 
have time in class or school to do 
that,” said Scarzella 
    The way teachers and students 
use technology in the classroom 
has evolved over the years from pe-
riodic use of a computer lab to ev-
eryday incorporation of iPads and 
laptops. Ketchikan High School has 
embraced this slow trend of technol-
ogy use by utilizing online resources 
and sites.
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